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Parish Council Meeting Minutes

held on Tuesday 10™ February 2026 at 19.30, in the Main Hall, Village Centre.

Present: Cllrs Dave Burlison, Jeanette Davies, Patrick Foote (Chair), Robbie Henderson, Phil
Jeffery, Ed Makgill, Glenda Mew, Tanya Mew, Dave Peart (Vice-Chair).

In attendance: Parish Clerk, Maxine Owen Members of the Parish: 2

Meeting start: 19:30

25/134
25/135
25/136

25/137
25/138

25/139
25/139.1

25/139.2

25/140
25/140.1

25/140.2

25/140.3

25/140.4

Introduction led by the Chair: General Welcome and thank you to those attending.
Time Allowed for Public Speaking: None requested

Apologies for Absence: None

Declarations of interest: None

Receive reports from Borough & County Councillors: Clir Perry in attendance.

The Regulation 18 Local Plan consultation now closed. Acknowledged receipt of a copy of the
statement SMBPC submitted.

Clir Carr is up for election in May 2027, CllIr Perry in 2028. Unsure of Cllr Thacker.

No update yet on Local Government Restructure (LGR). Mayoral Election postponed until 2028.

Minutes of Full Council meeting held 13 January 2026
All agreed the latest draft minutes were a true record of the meeting on 13" January 2026.
Approved: Proposed: Clir Peart, seconded: Clir Henderson

The Action List was pre-circulated with the Agenda with updates. Clerk requested that
councillors review and feedback any amendments. The clerk thanked everyone who was
updating on their Actions listed.

ACTION: Update & Circulate Action List — Clerk

Governance

Approved Grant Request of £200 for Community Welcome Evening on 24" March 2026.
RESOLVED: Unanimously Approved.
Proposed: Clir Foote; seconded: Clir Peart

ACTION: Make payment of Grant - Clerk

Approved Recreation Ground Use Policy.
RESOLVED: Unanimously Approved.
Proposed: Clir Jeffery; seconded: Clir Foote

Approved NOT PERMITTED list for Recreation Ground.
RESOLVED: Unanimously Approved
Proposed: ClIr Jeffery; seconded Clir Foote

Approved Drone Policy.
RESOLVED: Unanimously Approved
Proposed: Clir Makgill; seconded Clir Foote

Copies of Parish Council Minutes may be accessed at stmarybourne-pc.gov.uk - ParishCouncilMeetings

Signed ClIr Patrick JJ Foote Date: 13™" March 2026
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25/140.5
25/140.6

25/141
25/141.1

The Clerk confirmed the Internal Auditor was booked for 12" May 2026

Parish Council Elections for St Mary Bourne Parish are to be held on Thursday 7" May 2026.
(Nomination Period starts 27" March 2026). Electoral Services are running a Microsoft Teams
session to understand the Nomination Process on Tuesday 10™ March 2026 at 6pm. Details of
the session and how to subscribe are available on the PC Website via this link.

https://www.stmarybourne-pc.gov.uk/community/st-mary-bourne-parish-council-
12760/public-notices/

If you are thinking about standing for a place on St Mary Bourne Parish Council in the May
Elections please sign up for the Teams Session if you can. The deadline to sign up is 2" March.

Finance:

Bank Balances on 31/01/2026

Account A: £156,673.62

Account B: £1255.92

Account C: £21,020.62 (Investment Account)

TOTAL: £178,950.16

25/141.2 Earmarked Reserves — January 2026

£10,366.75 CIL

£9,440.00 Lottery Grant

£42,641.61 Greenham Trust Grant Play Area (including car park reinstatement)
£1,933.00 Lengthsman Grant

£5000.00 Village Centre Solar Project

£140.00 Barrier Posts

£2600.00 Car Park Fence

£6,000.00 Defibrillators x 2

£10,000.00 Speed Project

£500.00 Lake Tools

£15,000.00 Future Teenager Project

£5000.00 Budget for MUGA repairs FY24-25 & FY25-26

£8500.00 Budget for Pavilion repairs FY24-25 & FY25-26

£1000.00 SMB United Charities Grant (Available if required in FY25-26)
£24,000.00 3 Months running costs at Approx £8000 per month.

TOTAL: £142,121.36

Changes from last month: £882.00 Lengthsman Payment Jan 26; £15,389.18 from VAT
Refund on Community Play Space Project. (£7,711.59 of VAT refund to General Reserves)

Available Funds: TOTAL: £36,828.80 (Bank Balances — Reserves)

25/141.3 Payments & Receipts for Approval made in January 2026.
Proposed: Clir T Mew, seconded Clir Peart

TYPE DATE PAYEE AMOUNT REMARKS
BACS | 02/01/2026 | AA Deptford £172.80 Replacement Battery & Pads for
SMB Defibrillator

BACS 06/01/2026 | Maxine Owen £174.82 Expenses Jan 2026

BACS 09/01/2026 | Value Products Ltd £128.78 Signs x 2 for Play Area SMB

DD 12/01/2026 | Scottish Water £35.30

BACS 15/01/2026 | SMB Village Centre £130.00 Office Hire January 2026

BACS 15/01/2026 | Scofell Landscapes £915.10 Grounds Maintenance
Initialled: PJJF Date: 13™" March 2026
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BACS 15/01/2026 | Premier Grounds £882.00 Lengthsman for Cluster

DD 19/01/2026 | Lloyds Bank Plc £4.25 Monthly Service Charge

DD 21/01/2026 | SSE Energy Ltd £76.09 Street Lighting

BACS 30/01/2026 | Maxine Owen £1416.64 Clerk’s Salary January 2026

BACS 30/01/2026 | HMRC £314.81 Tax & NI January 2026
TOTAL £4,250.00

Receipts £82.06 Bank Interest Acc A
£33.08 Bank Interest - High Interest Acc C
£750.00 Rent from Ninny’s for January 2026
£23,100.77 VAT Refund 01.04.2025 - 31.12.2025

Receipts TOTAL: £23,965.91

25/141.4  The Clerk advised that options for an additional deposit account should be investigated. With
the high balances in Earmarked Reserves the money could be moved and better protected
using an additional Financial house other than Lloyds.

ACTION: Investigate alternative options in banking - Clerk

25/142 Planning:

25/142.1 — Summary List Of applications since last meeting shown below. These are the responses from
the Parish Council, not the final decision from BDBC. Applications sent through since the publication of the
agenda may be added for discussion depending on the required consultee response time and will be
recorded in these minutes.

Response Consultee
Date App Reference Address Type Response
03/01/2026 | 25/00035/FUL Land at Mac’s Field Amendments No Objection
05/02/2026 | T/00025/26/TCA | 3 Springlease, Stoke Trees No Objection
06/02/2026 | 26/00079/AGRM | Jones & Valley Farm Barn No Objection
09/02/2026 | 25/02881/FUL Win-Fos, Stoke Lane, SMB Roof Changes No Objection
16/02/2026 | T/00049/26/TCA | 5 Gangbridge Lane Trees No Objection

25/143 Highways & Footpaths: (any queries please email: highways@stmarybourne.org)
25/143.1 It was agreed the Test Way gates are much better after a little attention. People are now able
to shut the gate to Roman Road making the route safer for children.

Potholes at Finkley are bad. The clerk requested that the councillors use HCC’s Report It Page
to lodge any defects to the road when found. An exact location and ideally pictures ensure
the highways is able to find the correct spot and then schedule a repair.

Egbury Road grips now cleared seem to be working better, but muddy water from the road to
the Breach Farm area washed down onto Egbury Road. Clir Jeffery agreed to investigate the
storm drain and grips on the track to see if they are blocked and then clear.

The clerk advised that the barrier repair river side opposite the Blacksmith houses in SMB is
repeatedly reported and chased. Now the Bourne is in full flow this should be priority. If a
barrier is required then HCC should repair it ASAP.

Initialled: PJJF Date: 13" March 2026
SMB-PC Ordinary Meeting Minutes: Tuesday 10" February 2026 Page 3 of 6




ACTION: Investigate issue and clear drain & grips on the track to Breach Farm — Clir\Jeffery

25/144 Flood Emergency Group (FEG): (Any queries please email: flood@stmarybourne.org)

25/144.1

Groundwater levels have risen and the Bourne Rivulet is in full flow.

There is currently a tanker at Applegate. Southern Water (SW) have advised there is a
blockage, but are working on it to resolve the issue.

Prosen House have lost their downstairs facilities, and SW are investigating what has
happened with the pump there.

In the last 18 months SW report to have spent £2.5M in the St Mary Bourne catchment, and
this investment has currently prevented the extent of flooding at similar groundwater levels
asin 2023.

From a highway perspective the roads are draining quite well considering the amount of
rainfall since the beginning of the year. The ground water is currently high but manageable.
In preparation for further increases in levels the FEG will be meeting on Thursday 12t Feb to
reset and regroup on what the conversation will need to be with SW as the parish goes
through the high water season.

ACTION: Review Emergency Plan - FEG
ACTION: Prepare questions and demands for next call with SW - FEG

25/145 Lake:

25/145.1

25/146
25/146.1

Clir Davies advised that the Lake Committee Councillors hoped to meet with the Fishing
Syndicate Lead before the end of this month.

The snowdrops planted last year are doing well.

Clir Davies plans to organise a Volunteer Working Day in Spring before the first cut of the
lake surround occurs, and is putting together a list of appropriate tasks. The date will be
published shortly with a date of late March/early April.

The Clerk and Clir Davies agreed to meet up to arrange the purchase of
items/tools/materials that will be needed for the Volunteer Day.

ACTION: Organise PC and Fishing Syndicate Lead meeting by end of February — Clerk
ACTION: Agree date for Volunteer Day in the Lake surround — Clir Davies
ACTION: Agree items/tools/materials to be purchased — Clir Davies & Clerk

Recreation Ground:

Community Space/Play Area Project Update:

The bad join repair in the tarmac on the MUGA is now fixed and payment of the
outstanding invoice has been paid.

The final surface on the MUGA will be done once the weather improves in spring, but is
usable now. The finished surface will be two-tone in green. The Clerk advised there may
be a period of time when the final surface is done that no-one can use or cross the MUGA.
The clerk will advise on this at the next meeting.

There will be a Thank You sign installed in the Play Area, acknowledging the contributions
to the fundraising pot made by the community, community organisations, and external
donors.

Clir Makgill raised the issue of how muddy the entrance to the Play Area had become. This
lead to discussion about other spots in the Recreation Ground Area which has high use
and is currently very muddy. In the short-term Cllr Jeffery agreed to source and put down
some bark to see if this would be an easy solution, and the Clerk agreed to revisit more

Initialled: PJJF Date: 13" March 2026
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25/146.2

25/146.3

25/146.4

25/146.5
Additional to
original
Agenda

permanent surface options available.

The Community Play Space Project team are planning an official opening of the Play Area
in late March, the proposed date is 22" March — it would be preferable to hold this event
after the MUGA has its final surface, so the timeline on that to be confirmed.

ACTION: Source Bark for Muddy spots in the recreation area — Clir Jeffery
ACTION: Investigate options for permanent fix for muddy spots — Clerk
ACTION: Check timeline for final surface of the MUGA — Clerk

Pavilion Rebuild Update: Clir Makgill updated councillors with input from the SMBCC Club
Secretary, Caroline Kremer (CK). The Rebuild Committee are looking at options still and
getting quotes. Two members of the committee and the Clerk met with Sports Clubhouse
Ltd to investigate working with them on the design and construction of the new pavilion.
They have vast experience designing, construction and project management in this field
along with a history of working with the English Cricket Board (ECB). There are lots of
options, with some response from the community as a result of a recent survey, much to
consider, and a likely feasibility study to consolidate these ideas leading to a community
consultation evening event.

A councillor asked for confirmation that other facilities already available in the Parish were
going to be considered at the design stage, to ensure no duplication. CK confirmed this
was very much being considered and the rebuild committee had met with representatives
of the Village Centre already.

www.sportsclubhouses.com has lots of information and some design ideas and case
studies.

Sponsor board Proposal: CK thanked the Parish Council for replacing the car park
boundary fence with a style which works well in stopping cricket balls rolling into the car
park. CK advised that she was creating a mock-up of a board to get photographs to submit
to BDBC for a Pre-Planning Enquiry on the Sponsor boards, once through the pre-planning
enquiry the PC will decide whether to go ahead. CK advised that the wicket-cover covers
needed replacing and requested this to go ahead with discreet advertising from sponsors
in the design. No vote on this was taken. Formal approval to be requested at the March
meeting.

ACTION: Request detail of wicket-cover design from SMBCC - Clerk

Warning Signs for Ball Games in the Recreation Ground: The PC unanimously approved
the purchase of Ball Game warning signs for the Recreation Ground. 4 to be purchased of
appropriate size and installed. 1. On the gate from Mac’s Field into the Rec. 2. On the gate
from the Lake Walk into the Rec. 3. On the footpath gate at the rear of the shop next to
the lake entrance. 4. Very near the new play area (possibly on the fence).

ACTION: Organise purchase and installation of warning signs - Clerk

Bourne Fest: Cllr T Mew advised that following a Bourne Fest Committee Meeting the
members had agreed to donate 70% of any profits made to the Pavilion Rebuild. The
other 30% would go to other organisations in the community, and likely St Mary Bourne
Primary School. The Bourne Fest weekend is scheduled for 13" & 14" June 2026. The
Clerk requested that Clir T Mew reminded the organisers that the orientation of the
staging needs to be discussed and approved by the PC before installation.

ACTION: Advise Bourne Fest organisers that orientation of staging needs to be approved
before installation — Clir T Mew
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25/147 Other Business

25/147.1

25/147.2

25/147.3

25/147.4
Additional to
original
Agenda

Food Trucks at netball event in Sept 2026: The PC unanimously approved the use of.the car
park for two food trucks at a netball evening event in Sept 2026. Also approved a 4pm start
for the food providers to open the food option to the wider community. The organiser to be
advised that they must ensure the disabled parking space remains available at all times.

RESOLVED: Purchase unanimously agreed
Proposed: Clir Foote; seconded Clir T Mew

ACTION: Advised requestor of approval and conditions — Clerk/ Clir T Mew

Insurance Claim Settlement: The Clerk advised that a claim from a guest of the Bowling
Club had now been settled.

Neighbourhood Watch: ClIr T Mew updated the PC on progress in the area. There has been
lots of interest and sign-up for notifications from the community. Between the 1%t & 7*" June
it is Neighbourhood Watch week, and Cllr T Mew was planning something for that week.
The Neighbourhood Watch team will also be present at the Annual Parish Assembly on 5%
May, and CllIr T Mew would be attending the Welcome Evening on 24 March.

Dog Poo Bags: Cllr Jeffery advised that there appeared to be an increase in the amount of
Poo Bags left hanging in trees and on fences. He advised that this was particularly regular in
Gangbridge Lane. Cllr Jeffery requested something is put onto social media to remind
people to please stop doing this -it was agreed by all that this is worse than not picking it up
at all! All Litter Bins provided by the parish council can be used to dispose of bagged dog
poo, so request the community use this facility when walking the dog.

ACTION: Find appropriate message for social media - Clerk

Next Meeting Tuesday 10" March 2026 Meeting Closed: 20:30 hrs
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