
776!

We hope you’re enjoying these long
summer days, whatever the weather

gifts us with. June was certainly a
mixed bag but the wildflower

meadows and hedgerows have
benefited from the sunshine and

showers. 

This month’s newsletter is full of
revetment works on the Itchen

Navigation, a round up of volunteer
tasks across the County, an update on

the Breamore Railway project and
events to look forward to in our

National Parks . 
We hope you enjoy reading!

July Newsletter 2026
Welcome to the Access Team 

Thank you so much to all volunteers who
help us keep the Rights of Way network
open and accessible - we couldn't do it

without you!

Drum roll please! Last month, the
number of hours logged by Access team

volunteers was...



Access Team Highlights
North West

On a beautiful sunny June day (thankfully
not too scorching!), a team made up of one

CER, one ROWO, two Ramblers and four
volunteers headed out to Sherfield English

to install two new gates and start the
process of bringing Footpath 21 back onto

its correct alignment.

The group split into two teams – the
Ramblers and North West Access team –

with two volunteers supporting each. As this
was my first gate installation project, I’d

been warned that gates can be notoriously
awkward and that there’s always at least one

post hole that refuses to cooperate!

Whether it was beginner’s luck, the sandy
soil, or the expert guidance of Corinne and
Les, everything seemed to go remarkably
smoothly. The post holes practically dug

themselves and both gates slotted into place
perfectly. By lunchtime, both gates were

installed, lined up beautifully, and we had
one very happy landowner.

There’s still more work to do to fully restore
the path to its correct alignment, along with
a couple of stiles that will need improving,
but this was a fantastic start and a great

team effort all round. We’re looking forward
to returning and continuing the

improvements in the coming months

The Easiest Gates Ever FP 209/21/1



Access Team Highlights
South West

Work continues on the Breamore Railway
Line in Fordingbridge, made possible thanks
to the New Forest National Park Authority,

Hampshire County Council, and New Forest
District Council through a Landscape
Enhancement Initiative funded by the

National Grid.

A bridleway bridge has been replaced close
to the old station building. The contractors

were able to remove the old abutments that
had failed, and get the new bridge in place

within 4 weeks despite the February weather
bringing the river level within inches from

the old structure!

Tree felling began in the northern section,
removing dead, dying and diseased Ash
trees. Access onto site was difficult and

restricted by field boundaries, culverts and
other infrastructure. 

The team needs to return to ground some of
the tree stumps and cut them to ground
level. Others will be left as they, with the

addition of holes for butterflies, and water
hollows etc cut into the tree stumps.

New Forest National Park have run
volunteer tasks to clear the route of

vegetation, ensuring that heritage railway
features are cleared.

Breamore Railway Line Improvements



South West Continued...
Breamore Railway Line Improvements Contd

Opening up the route will enable ground
flora to flourish and provide beneficial

habitats to species such as butterflies. The
New Forest National Park volunteers have

also carried out butterfly transects to
collect data on these species.

The site itself is a mosaic of grassland,
woodland, fen and reedbed habitats with

areas designated as SSSI and stretches
over 3.2km. As part of the mitigation

works related to this project there will be
over 300 trees planted to reduce the

effects of the felled Ash trees.

When the culvert and surfacing work
begins, the route will need to be closed for

safety reasons due to large plant
machinery moving around on site. The

construction team will endeavour to
preserve as much heritage as possible,

from railway bricks to signage.

We will keep you up to date with this
exciting project as it progresses.

 



South West Continued...
Busy in Fareham and Fair Oak

The Fareham Path Wardens have been busy again this spring/summer, whilst being
cautious of the bird nesting season and following our advice, this is in place until the end

of July. 

They cleared a finger post at Bursledon station on path 043/53 that had been swamped
with vegetation.One of our path wardens had asked for back up, as a bit of height was

needed to clear this one!

They also cleared a very overgrown footpath in Whiteley. Thanks to their power tool
training this was completed a lot quicker, whilst always being mindful of any signs of

nesting birds.The locals are very grateful for this huge improvement.

In early June Martin and Cyril of Eastleigh Ramblers spent
the day reconstructing some steps off the Botley Road in

Fair Oak. 
 

These steps were in need of some TLC and the new steps
have greatly improved access for the local community on

this route. 

The cost of the materials were kindly funded by the
Ramblers, and Martin and Cyril also found time to re

install the sign post.

Thank you to everyone involved in all of these projects
😊



Access Team Highlights
North East
The Quiet Work of Opening Ways

On what must have been one of the
drizzliest days of June, CER Andy was joined

by a group of brave and seasoned
volunteers in the parish of Baughurst to

tackle the overwhelming vegetation
restricting access along Bridleway 44.

Despite the persistent downpour-
coincidentally only during our working

hours, the team pressed on and
successfully cleared the entire route.

Prior inspection of the path determined
that hand tools would be the least invasive
approach and determined there were no

nesting birds in the area on the day,
everyone remained mindful of this and
came prepared for a hard day’s work.

With spirits high despite the weather, I
thought it only right to offer a little shelter.



North East Continued...

Baughurst, located in the far north-west of
CER Andy’s area, has a right of way (RoW)

network that is notoriously wet throughout
the year. With the recent spell of dry

weather, now is the ideal time to tackle this
part of Hampshire.

In addition to the vegetation cut on
Bridleway 44, Andy was joined by volunteers

to upgrade a well-worn, and imminently
dangerous, ditch crossing bridge along

footpath 17.

With last-minute access granted and a very
sudden call-out, the North East volunteers

did not fail to answer.

The original bridge was only held together
by the weld mesh used for grip, which made
the demolition of the old structure a difficult

and fatiguing task.

But with the usual determination we keep
seeing in our vols, we pressed on and by
14.00 we had finished the instalment and

packing up. 

Huge thank you to those who answered
such a last minute call. 

Working With the Weather: Betterment
Boost for Baughurst



Access Team Highlights
South East

Over the years, the South East team have
visited East Meon footpath 073/22/1 quite a
few times. Either to inspect for obstructive
electric fencing, to install steps, to remove
fallen trees and most recently to replace a
third stile with a more accessible gate for

walkers.

In early June, Megan and volunteers braved
a relentlessly rainy day to replace the
westernmost stile with a kissing gate. 

Logistics weren’t on our side with awkward
parking, narrow access and a particularly
fussy kissing gate refuge which refused to

line up - but thanks to everyone’s continued
hard work and positive attitude we got

everything neatly in place.

This footpath is a beautiful alternative
route to byway 41, known locally as Gravel
Lane. Rather than follow a sunken track,
footpath 22 travels across the fields with

stunning vistas of the South Downs. 

Thank you to everyone who helped on the
day - two more stiles to go before the

whole route is free!

East Meon FP22 Stile to Gate

Before

after!



Footpath 26 in Steep was in desperate need
of resurfacing works due to years of water
run off eroding the surface, resulting in a
difficult to navigate gully. Locals had been
walking parallel to the path through the
woodland but due to new fencing, this

option had been taken away. 
 

Led by assistant-ranger Jack and ROWO
Sam, the team met with all stakeholders

involved and planned to install a 75 metre
perforated pipe in the gully to capture and

control water run off. Once this was in place,
40 tonnes of aggregate material was applied

to re-level the surface of the footpath.  

South East Continued...
Steep Upgrades on Footpath 26

The team faced endless challenges,
including difficulties with renting equipment,

deliveries and the English classic of fickle
weather – but the rangers got it done! Thank

you to the parish council and landowners
who were incredibly helpful and

accommodating.

Before

After



Other News Across
the County

Englefield Estate School Day Success!

As many of you know, the Access team attend Englefield
Estate’s School Day every year, thanks to the networking of
previous CER Gemma. Even though she has moved on to
greener pastures, Gemma’s legacy continues as Megan,

Andy and Ali made the trek up north for two days of
countryside code fun!

This year was the first time that the
School Days had bad weather -

normally we are absolutely roasting in
June-time sun.

Thankfully, the 1,750 key stage 1
children and their teachers didn’t seem

to mind the rain and we had a
wonderful two days teaching them
about PROW and the Countryside!

(Andy in action!)



Itchen Navigation Revetment Works
Other News Across the County

Thanks to Assistant Ranger Amber for this update on the revetment
works 😊.

We are now 4 weeks into the Itchen Navigation project! Working
alongside, and in this beautiful waterway surrounded by Weeping

Willows and Ducks will never get old. 

The Itchen Navigation is a 10.4 mile disused canal system that
provided an important trading route from Winchester to the sea at
Southampton for around 150 years. It was known as a navigation
because it was essentially an improved river, with the main river

channel being used for some sections, and cuts with locks used to
bypass the difficult sections. 

Today the navigation is a wildlife haven running alongside the river
Itchen which itself is a rare chalk stream. It is designated as Site of
Special Scientific Interest and Special Area of Conservation, this is

why a lot of planning and permissions went into this project, we are
so excited to finally be able to complete the works. 



Itchen Navigation Revetment Works Contd/..
Other News Across the County

Practically all the hard revetment is
complete, and we are really happy with it

considering it was our first time doing
such a task. Next, it’s time for path
edging, further resurfacing and the

conservation part: installing coir rolls
and faggots, another new thing for all

the team!

We have had volunteers helping us for
the last 3 weeks, busy moving chalk in

wheelbarrows along the route.Everyone
has been working super hard, thank you

all for your help so far and we are
looking forward to the next 6 weeks on

this project. 



Ropley Parish Council - What do we mean by
making a footpath accessible?

Other News Across the County

Thank you to Catherine Mitchell, Ropley Parish Counil’s Footpath
Network & Communication Lead, who sent us this article after
reading about CER Kate’s visit to The Bendrigg Trust in our June

newsletter:
 

“We are proud in Ropley to have replaced 38 stiles with kissing or
other gates, making our wonderful network of footpaths more

accessible to those who find negotiating a stile difficult.

However, a recent visit to Ropley by two wheelchair users was a
real eye-opener and has made us ask: what do we mean by

making a footpath accessible?  Making a footpath ‘accessible’
means different things to different people.

The work we have completed so far helps those people who can
walk but cannot climb over a stile or carry their dog over a stile.

Replacing stiles with gates allows them to access the countryside
more easily.

Replacing stiles with gates is a positive start in improving access
for wheelchair users, but it is only the first step. 



Ropley Parish Council - What do we mean by
making a footpath accessible? Contd/...

People with all-terrain wheelchairs will find uneven terrain easier than those
in a standard wheelchair, but both face more obstacles than someone

walking, whether it is a steep verge, a narrow path or steps.

Our two wheelchair users tested out some of the gates that we have installed.
One individual was being pushed and the other was using a power chair,
operated using a joystick for greater independence. We discovered that

opening a kissing gate or a standard gate that only opens one way presents
challenges for an independent wheelchair user.

One of the initial obstacles faced by disabled people is the financial barrier
caused by the cost of an all-terrain wheelchair which provides far better

safety and access to open countryside than a standard wheelchair.

So, accessibility is not just about getting rid of stiles for wheelchair users, and
we are very aware that many of our footpaths (which are across fields) are not

accessible for them. 

The next step in our plan is to work with wheelchair users to learn more
about the barriers they face, and use this knowledge to develop routes that

are suitable for them.”

Other News Across the County



Upcoming events at our National Parks

Seven Sisters Experience - 01 August 2026, 10:00 to 16:00
This guided coastal walk offers a wonderful opportunity to explore the enchanting Sussex
coastline and step back in time. Led by a knowledgeable local guide. You’ll discover the rich
history of the Seven Sisters National Nature Reserve, from smugglers’ secrets to stories
woven into the landscape over centuries.

www.southdowns.gov.uk/event/seven-sisters-experience/

Sunset Walk - 07 August 2026, 19:00 to 21:00
A guided sunset walk in South Downs National Park, where a friendly local guide will lead
you along scenic trails to breathtaking viewpoints. Enjoy open skies, rolling hills, peaceful
valleys, and 360° views of Sussex villages, landmarks, and the sparkling coastline on clear
evenings.

www.southdowns.gov.uk/event/sunset-walk/

Other News Across the County

The New Forest Show - 28,29 and 30  Julyth

One of the largest and most prestigious agricultural events in
the UK. Join us this year for a unique and immersive
experience that celebrates the best of rural life.

With livestock competitions, equestrian events, fun forest
activities, local food and drink stalls, craft vendors, educational
exhibits, and entertaining performances, it’s a must-visit for
anyone looking to connect with nature, learn something new,
and enjoy a fun-filled day out.

www.newforestshow.co.uk



Megan Cledwyn
Community Engagement

Ranger
South East Access Team

megan.cledwyn@hants.gov.uk

Kate Martin
Community Engagement

Ranger
South West Access Team

kate.martin@hants.gov.uk

Andy Dawson
Community Engagement

Ranger
North East Access Team

andrew.dawson@hants.gov.uk

Ali Hellyer
Community Engagement

Ranger
North West Access Team

alison.hellyer@hants.gov.uk

Thank you for your
continued support

Your CER Team

mailto:corinne.davis-cooke@hants.gov.uk

	Welcome to the Access Team
	July Newsletter 2026
	Drum roll please! Last month, the number of hours logged by Access team volunteers was...
	776!
	The Easiest Gates Ever FP 209/21/1

	Access Team Highlights North West
	Breamore Railway Line Improvements

	Access Team Highlights South West
	South West Continued...
	Breamore Railway Line Improvements Contd

	South West Continued...
	Busy in Fareham and Fair Oak
	The Quiet Work of Opening Ways

	Access Team Highlights North East
	North East Continued...
	Working With the Weather: Betterment Boost for Baughurst
	East Meon FP22 Stile to Gate

	Access Team Highlights South East

	Before
	after!
	South East Continued...
	Steep Upgrades on Footpath 26


	Before
	After
	Other News Across the County
	Englefield Estate School Day Success!

	Other News Across the County
	Itchen Navigation Revetment Works

	Other News Across the County
	Itchen Navigation Revetment Works Contd/..

	Other News Across the County
	Ropley Parish Council - What do we mean by making a footpath accessible?

	Other News Across the County
	Ropley Parish Council - What do we mean by making a footpath accessible? Contd/...

	Your CER Team
	Thank you for your continued support

