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St. Mary Bourne Parish Council 
www.stmarybourne-pc.gov.uk 

 

Parish Council Meeting Minutes 
held on Tuesday 13th January 2026 at 19.30, in the Main Hall, Village Centre. 

 
Present: Cllrs Dave Burlison, Jeanette Davies, Patrick Foote (Chair), Robbie Henderson, Phil 
Jeffery, Ed Makgill, Glenda Mew, Tanya Mew, Dave Peart (Vice-Chair). 
 

In attendance: Parish Clerk, Maxine Owen  Members of the Parish: 1 
 

Meeting start: 19:30 

25/120 Introduction led by the Chair: General Welcome and thank you to those attending. 

25/121 Time Allowed for Public Speaking: None requested 

25/122 Apologies for Absence: None 
 

25/123 Declarations of interest: None 

25/124 Receive reports from Borough & County Councillors: None in attendance, report sent from Cllr 
Perry as follows: 
The Regulation 18 Local Plan consultation remains open until 23rd January 2026. 
Parish Councillors and SMB residents who wish to comment should do so via BDBC’s 
consultation process. 
Cllr Carr has received feedback from all Evingar parishes regarding interest in borough council 
funded electric vehicle charging points. This information will be shared with the Transport Team 
at BDBC. Feasibility, funding, and potential locations will be explored.  Further updates will be 
provided to parishes in due course. 

 

25/125 Minutes of Full Council meeting held 9th December 2025 

25/125.1 All agreed the latest draft minutes were a true record of the meeting on 9th December 2025. 

Approved: Proposed: Cllr Peart, seconded: Cllr Jeffery 

25/125.2 The Action List was pre-circulated with the Agenda with updates. Clerk requested that 
councillors review and feedback any amendments. The clerk thanked everyone who was 
updating on their Actions listed. 

Cllr Jeffery advised that he had checked and adjusted some gates, and would work through 
the others along the Test Way. 

Cllr T Mew updated councillors on the progress with Neighbourhood Watch.  The signs across 
the parish will be checked and replaced as required.  New leaflets are available.  Cllr T Mew is 
working on an advert to share on Social Media and will contact the organisers to have 
information available at the Welcome Evening on 24th March 2026, and would ensure a 
presence at the Annual Parish Assembly on 5th May 2026.  To sign up to find out more and 
receive notifications please use this link: https://www.ourwatch.org.uk/joinNW 

ACTION: Update & Circulate Action List – Clerk 
ACTION: Continue to Investigate required repairs to Test Way Gates – Cllr Jeffery 
ACTION: Meet with the Clerk to gain access to SMB-PC Facebook Page – Cllr T Mew 

25/126 Governance 

25/126.1 Clerk confirmed the Precept Request was sent to BDBC on 06.01.2026. 

http://www.stmarybourne-pc.gov.uk/community/st-mary-bourne-parish-council-12760/full-council-meetings/
http://www.stmarybourne-pc.gov.uk/
https://www.ourwatch.org.uk/joinNW
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25/127 Finance: 
25/127.1 Bank Balances on 31/12/2025 

Account A: £135,260.79 
Account B: £2986.51 
Account C: £20,987.54 (Investment Account) 

TOTAL: £159,234.84 

  

25/127.2   Earmarked Reserves – December 2025  

£10,366.75 CIL 
£9,440.00 Lottery Grant  
£27,252.43 Greenham Trust Grant Play Area (including car park reinstatement) 
£2,815.00 Lengthsman Grant 
£5000.00 Village Centre Solar Project 
£140.00 Barrier Posts 
£2600.00 Car Park Fence 
£6,000.00 Defibrillators x 2 
£10,000.00 Speed Project 
£500.00 Lake Tools 
£15,000.00 Future Teenager Project 
£5000.00 Budget for MUGA repairs FY24-25 & FY25-26 
£8500.00 Budget for Pavilion repairs FY24-25 & FY25-26 
£1000.00 SMB United Charities Grant (Available if required in FY25-26) 
£24,000.00 3 Months running costs at Approx £8000 per month. 

 

TOTAL: £127,614.18  

Changes from last month: £882.00 Lengthsman Payment Dec 25; £10,000.00 4th & 5th 
Payment Groundworks; £1,480.00 funds from Greenham Trust for Play Area Project. 

 

Available Funds: TOTAL: £31,620.66 (Bank Balances – Reserves)  

 

25/127.3 Payments & Receipts for Approval made in December 2025.   
               Proposed: Cllr T Mew, seconded Cllr Foote 

TYPE DATE PAYEE AMOUNT REMARKS 

BACS 09/12/2025 RMH Building Services £8000.00 4th Payment Groundworks for 
Community Play Space Project 

DD 10/12/2025 Scottish Water £52.17  

BACS 11/12/2025 Dyno-Rod South Ltd £1044.48 Pavilion Drainage Clearance 

BACS 11/12/2025 SMB Village Centre £130.00 Office Hire December 2025 

BACS 11/12/2025 Scofell Landscapes £915.10 Grounds Maintenance 

BACS 11/12/2025 Premier Grounds £882.00 Lengthsman for Cluster 

BACS 11/12/2025 SM Tarrant £476.19 Street Cleaning Oct, Nov, Dec 25 

BACS 11/12/2025 Infinity Playgrounds Ltd £1140.00 Installation of Bee Springer Stoke 

BACS 11/12/2025 The Boundary Shop & Café £1758.15 Grant for works to rear of shop. 
50% of total cost 

BACS 12/12/2025 Whitchurch Association £100.00 Defibrillator Training 25.11.2025 

DD 16/12/2025 Lloyds Bank Plc £4.25 Monthly Service Charge 

DD 17/12/2025 Hugofox Ltd £143.86 Website Hosting 

BACS 17/12/2025 Arthur J Gallagher £2867.28 Annual Insurance Renewal 
24/12/2025 – 23/12/2026 

BACS 17/12/2025 Cllr Ed Makgill £160.00 Electricity Ducting 

BACS 19/12/2025 Paul Barry Walsh £50.00 Clearance of fallen tree from lake 
area at Derrydown 
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DD 22/12/2025 SSE Energy Ltd £71.83 Street Lighting 

BACS 23/12/2025 Eclipse Pest Control £130.00 Quarterly Invoice 

BACS 23/12/2025 RMH Building Services £2000.00 5th Payment for Groundworks for 
Community Play Space Project 

BACS 24/12/2025 RMH Building Services £1500.00 Fence to rear of shop 

BACS 31/12/2025 Maxine Owen £1416.64 Clerk’s Salary December 2025 

BACS 31/12/2025 HMRC £314.81 Tax & NI December 2025 

  TOTAL £23,156.76 (£13,156.76 without Groundwork 
4th & 5th Payment) 

 
Receipts      £96.68 Bank Interest Acc A 
                      £36.96 Bank Interest - High Interest Acc C 
                      £750.00 Rent from Ninny’s for December 2025 
                      £1,480.00 Greenham Trust Match Funding 
 
Receipts TOTAL: £2,363.64 
                               

25/127.4 VAT reclaim made 05.01.2026 £23,100.77.  £15,389.18 back to Ear Marked Reserves for play 
area once refunded. £7,711.59 to General Reserves.  Clerk confirmed receipt of refund on 
12.01.2026.   

 

25/128 Planning: 

25/128.1 – Summary List Of applications since last meeting shown below.  These are the responses from 
the Parish Council, not the final decision from BDBC.  Applications sent through since the publication of the 
agenda may be added for discussion depending on the required consultee response time and will be 
recorded in these minutes. 

Response 
Date App Reference Address Type 

Consultee 
Response 

25/12/2025 25/02822/ROC Medhurst, SMB 
Design 
Amendments No Objection 

29/12/2025 25/02831/FUL Coldharbour Farm, SMB 
Pool House & Plant 
Room No Objection 

31/12/2025 T/00616/25/TCA 5 Homefield, SMB Trees No Objection 

06/01/2026 T/00621/25/TCA 
Hill House, Springhill Lane, 
SMB Trees No Objection 

07/01/2026 25/02901/RET Jones & Valley Farm, Stoke 
Retrospective for 
Barn Extension No Objection 

07/01/2026 25/02915/HSE Tellstar, Springhill Lane, SMB Conservatory Roof No Objection 

08/01/2026 T/00624/25/TCA Chapel Cottage, SMB Trees No Objection 

06/01/2026 25/02758/HSE Swampton House, SMB Amendments No Objection 

06/01/2026 25/2759/LBC Swampton House, SMB Amendments No Objection 

30/01/2026 

25/02548/GPDAG 
25/00080/RPD 
6002716 

Barn at Swampton Farm, 
Wadwick Bottom 

Inspectorate 
Appeal 

No response 
required 
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26/01/2026 T/00636/25/TCA 
Gate Cottage, School Lane, 
SMB Trees To be decided 

26/01/2026 T/00002/26/TCA 
Gate Cottage, School Lane, 
SMB Trees To be decided 

30/01/2026 25/00035/FUL Land at Mac’s Field 
Amendment to Plot 
4 – Layout & design 

To be 
decided* 

 

 
25/128.2 Seven applications shared on Facebook since last meeting. 

* Clarity required from Planning Officer as why this has come through after the application 
was approved on 7th Jan 2026 by BDBC Development Control Committee.  Clerk to contact 
BDBC and confirm.  Circulate to councillors for responses. 

ACTION: Contact BDBC Planning Officer to confirm App Ref 25/00035/FUL – Clerk  

25/128.3 Local Plan – Regulation 18 was discussed briefly.  All councillors agreed to read the 
consultation available online from BDBC, make their own personal response if desired.  
Meeting agreed for 20th January 2026 at 5pm to put SMBPC response together.  Councillors to 
concentrate on sections relevant to SMB Parish and any sections that may impact the parish. 

ACTION: Read Consultation of Local Plan, answer personally if appropriate & prepare to 
discuss a submission from the PC at next meeting on 20th January 2026 - ALL 

25/128.4 Cllr Jeffery raised concerns about the construction at Cold Harbour Farm.  Advised that the 
constructions vehicles appeared to be parking on the public verges rather than on the site.  
Requested the Clerk share the Planning Application number so Cllr Jeffery could investigate 
what arrangements for construction and management of trade vehicles was imposed in the 
conditions. 

ACTION: Advise Cllr Jeffrey of Planning Application references for Cold Harbour Farm – Clerk 
ACTION:  Investigate what Conditions are imposed with the approval – Cllr Jeffrey 

  

25/129 Highways & Footpaths: (any queries please email: highways@stmarybourne.org) 
25/129.1 Lengthsman: Next scheduled visit is 19th January 2026.  Councillors agreed the priority should 

be to get as many grips as possible dug out on Roman Road.  The Clerk advised 6 man-hours 
this visit and is the last scheduled visit until new financial year. 
 
ACTION: Prepare Work Order for Lengthsman team – Clerk 
 

 

25/130 Flood Emergency Group (FEG): (Any queries please email: flood@stmarybourne.org) 
25/130.1 Cllr Foote reported that rainwater flooding last week was up to the door threshold. Cllr 

Makgill advised to report it on the HCC Report-it webpage and this could then be followed-
up once the reference number is available. 

Cllr Makgill reported that HCC had investigated the chamber in the High Street, SMB and 
referred the problem to BT – the BT ducting is full of sharp-sand and is causing rainwater 
flood through the BT box. 

Cllr Burlison advised that the SLMs in the sewers are working well reporting levels. Spikes in 
the data have been seen at the War Memorial which are being monitored closely.  
Applegate has had new gravel put down but water is still gathering in this area.  The issue 
will be brought up at the next Southern Water call and a request for there to be a re-focus 
on this. 

ACTION: Report rainwater flood at threshold to HCC – Cllr Foote 
ACTION: Raise Applegate drainage issue at next SW call – Cllr Makgill/Burlison 
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25/131 Lake:  
25/131.1 Cllr Davies advised the Lake Working Group is planning to meet with the Fishing Syndicate 

Lead to sort out various issues before the next financial year’s Fishing Syndicate Agreement 
is drafted for signature before 1st April 2026.  A meeting with all members of the current 
syndicate is required also.  The Clerk advised the invoice for Q3 had not been paid, and the 
invoice for Q4 would be sent week of 19th January with the request to meet the Lead and a 
list of required information for the meeting. 

ACTION: Organise PC and Fishing Syndicate Lead meeting by end of January – Clerk 
ACTION: Organise PC and Fishing Syndicate members meeting by end of February – Clerk 
ACTION: Send Q4 invoice to Fishing Syndicate - Clerk 

 

25/132 Recreation Ground:  

25/132.1 Community Space/Play Area Project Update:  

The bad join repair in the tarmac on the MUGA is still outstanding.  The Clerk is liaising 
with the Groundworks team to get this sorted out and is withholding payment of the 
invoice until the repair is sorted out. 

The project team are submitting an article for February’s edition of the Hill and Valley 
about the project and are working towards 22nd March for a ceremonial opening of the 
area with a community celebration.  Further details to be shared as the planning of this 
comes together. 

The final surface on the MUGA will be done once the weather improves in spring, but is 
usable now. 

Councillors discussed ideas of what might be a suitable facility for teenagers. In recent 
discussions with teenagers it was suggested that if the floodlights at the back of the Rec 
could be on timers, this would enable an area for casual/kick-about football to be used.  At 
present the floodlights can only be used by people with access to the Pavilion.  Cllr Makgill 
agreed to investigate options. 

Cllr T Mew suggested a youth club once a month/week.  Options to be investigated of how 
and where this could run from. 

There were discussions about indoor gym equipment for community use either in the 
Village Centre or the new Pavilion.  Cllr Makgill to take the ideas to the Pavilion Rebuild 
Committee for further investigation.  Cllr T Mew to raise with the Village Centre 
Committee.   

The Clerk requested approval of the purchase and installation of a ‘sleeper-style’ bench in 
the new Play Area in SMB.  Unanimously approved. 

ACTION: Investigate options for Timer switches on the Floodlights – Cllr Makgill 
ACTION: Consolidate ideas for Youth Club for future discussion – Cllr T Mew 
ACTION: Propose Gym as a consideration for Pavilion Rebuild Committee – Cllr Makgill 
ACTION:  Propose Gym as consideration for Village Centre Committee – Cllr T Mew 
ACTION: Organise purchase & installation of sleeper-style bench in new play area - Clerk 

25/132.2 Pavilion Rebuild Update: Cllr Makgill updated councillors.  The committee is currently 
looking at different layouts and their associated costs.  The priority is to have a good space 
for different sports, not only cricket.  The pavilion will need to be much larger ideally if it is 
to accommodate a commercial space of any sort so that the sports activity and a 
commercial entity (whether a nursery or something else) do not need to share space.  
Once information has been collected and collated it will be brought to the PC and 
community for further input.  The Pavilion Rebuild Committee is looking at options for an 
interest free loan which particular sports organisations offer which SMBCC have confirmed 
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could be covered by the club.  The detail of this needs further understanding by the PC.  
Questions about VAT status were asked, and further understanding of these implication 
needed. 

 

25/133 Other Business 

25/133.1 & 
25/133.2 

New Bench at Gangbridge Lane (Stoke end): The PC unanimously approved the purchase of 
a new bench.  Cllrs Burlison, Cllr T Mew & the Clerk to finalise exact position before 
installation. 

RESOLVED: Purchase unanimously agreed 
Proposed: Cllr Foote; seconded Cllr Burlison 

ACTION: Organise purchase and installation of new bench – Clerk 
ACTION: Visit site and agree exact position of new bench – Cllr Burlison, T Mew & Clerk 

25/133.3 Christmas Tree Disposal Request: The Clerk advised that the PC had been approached for 
permission for a local tree-surgery company to offer Christmas Tree disposal from the 
Village Centre Car Park.  The Clerk advised the requestor to contact again at the beginning 
of December 2026 so it could be discussed and potentially approved at the December Full 
Council Meeting. 

25/133.4 Football Pitch Hire: The Clerk advised that a football team had asked to hire the football 
pitch and the Clerk had responded to advise that this was currently not available other than 
the Boxing Day ‘Singles vs Marrieds’ match once a year.   

The Clerk advised that the PC does not currently have the funds to employ a grounds 
person to keep the pitch in a good state for play, and regular use by a football team had 
been stopped in 2019 for this reason.   

With a new pavilion coming in the next few years it should be something the PC consider in 
the future especially for a home-grown team.  Cllr Henderson advised that in his experience 
pitches were available for hire locally for between £40 and £70 per match dependent on 
where and what facilities are available. 

25/133.5 Parish Litter Picks: Dates have now been set for the Litter Picks which occur in the Parish in 
March. 

St Mary Bourne – Saturday 7th March – Start 10am.  Meet in the Village Centre car park. 

Stoke – Sunday 22nd March – Start 10am.  Meet outside Bridge Cottage, opposite the Play 
Area in Stoke. 

The Parish Council have a limited number of litter picks and High-Vis Jackets people can use, 
and will supply Black Bin Bags.  If you have your own equipment especially gloves please 
bring it along with you.  BDBC are going to loan more litter picks, and will collect the litter 
after each event.  All are welcome.  There may even be a little incentive on offer in SMB too 
this year – I don’t think the SMB volunteers liked being outnumbered so significantly by the 
volunteers in Stoke last year!  For those who worry about the detail, everyone is covered by 
the Parish Council’s insurance. 

ACTION: Confirm Collection Points for BDBC for litter bags– Clerk 
ACTION: Confirm refreshment details to both village organisers – Clerk 

 

Next Meeting Tuesday 10th February 2026           Meeting Closed: 20:50 hrs 

 


