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Welcome to the Access Team

June Newsletter 2026

Welcome, everyone!
Drum roll please! Last month, the

number of hours logged by Access team

We hope you've survived the heat
volunteers was...

wave that graced us at the end of

May. This glorious sunshine is \
pointing towards a busy summer of N

vegetation cuts, so get your shears

ready! — (

This month'’s newsletter is full of ’\ /\r\
signage blitzes, big upcoming

projects, path re-establishments

and a day out with an incredible

charity in the Yorkshire Dales to
learn about better disabled access.

Thank you so much to all volunteers who
help us keep the Rights of Way network
open and accessible - we couldn't do it

without you!

It's a busy read - so please enjoy! &
v’:‘-’. =




Access Team Highlights
North West

Faccombe Estate Signage Blitz
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Faccombe Estate, covering over 4,000
acres in the North Wessex Downs Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty, is recognised

for its comprehensive approach to
sustainability.

In 1993, the estate was a forerunner in
green energy by installing a 500kW wind
turbine, and now also uses solar energy to
further offset its power usage. Alongside
low-tillage farming, 150 hectares are
dedicated to wildflowers and winter bird
feed, supporting local wildlife.

On a glorious spring day last month, nine
fantastic volunteers, one Ranger, and (a
slightly nervous!) Community Engagement
Ranger came together to tackle a major

signage improvement project across the



With 36 jobs to complete, the team had a
busy day ahead. Tasks included replacing
worn fingerboards, installing new
waymarker posts, and updating waymarker
discs to help guide walkers along the correct
rights of way.

Splitting into three teams, everyone headed
out across the estate equipped with tools,
materials, and What3Words locations to find
safe parking and access points.

After a productive morning, the group
returned to the farmyard for a well-earned
lunch and a cup of tea before heading back
out to finish the job.

By 3:30pm, nearly all tasks were complete—
with just a couple left, which were finished
the following week.

A huge thank you to all the volunteers who
made the day such a success. Your hard
work and enthusiasm made a real difference
—and it was lovely to meet new faces too.

If you're looking for a beautiful place to walk,
Faccombe Estate offers a variety of scenic
footpaths. Click the link below for a circular
route and see it for yourself!




Access Team Highlights

South West
Romsey Ramblers Ditch Crossing - Wellow 1}

Huge thanks to Les Mildon and the Romsey
Rambler volunteers for their work on
footpath 10 in Wellow last month. This path
has been an issue for a long time, the
original ditch crossing and stile were about
40m offline, and both in a state of disrepair.

Kate met Les and Roger on site the day
before to deliver the materials, they were
already busy clearing a gap in the hedge for
the new location!

Les and team have installed ditch crossings
with the CER's and rangers before, but this
was their first time going solo. With design
specifications to hand, and their previous
experience they did a fabulous job, and
managed to find time to install a new
fingerpost in the same day.

All'in all, this is a great improvement for this
route, making it clear where users should
be walking and providing a safe passage

over the ditch. The only work left to do is to
clear the dense vegetation a little further

along. The Ramblers have this programmed

in for later in the year when the bird
nesting season is over.

Thank you to everyone involved.




South West Continued...

New Forest Woods & Heaths Project -
Holbury

In February last year, Adam Vasey the New
Forest National Park Access Ranger
approached the South West Access Team with
the possibility of some funding. The National
Park Authority are eligible to apply for
funding from National Grid to mitigate the
visual impacts of transmission infrastructure

(pylons).

Kate was already looking at some surface and

infrastructure repairs and improvements on a

path at Mill Pond in Holbury, and the site met
the National Grid conditions for funding.

We are pleased to announce that this work
has been included in a wider project in the
area; 'New Forest Woods and Heaths Project’
which will see work carried out across three
sites, Holbury Manor Park, Mill Pond and
Dibden Enclosure.
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The work at Holbury Manor Park and Mill
Pond will include:

e |nstalling approximately 1Tkm of fencing
to enable carefully monitored
conservation grazing on the existing
grassland, whilst maintaining public
access.

e Repairs and improvements to footpaths
in the Mill Pond area.

e Restoring some of the historic features
of the site such as:

> Removal of silt from the larger pond

> Reprofiling of a smaller pond

> Repairs to the path around the larger pond
> Creating new pond dipping
platforms/fishing pegs

Work at Dibden will include improving
walking routes and carrying out habitat
improvement works, including removing

pine saplings from the valley mire.

Funding in the region of £75,000 has been
allocated for works at this site. Ellie Bowen,
Landscape Enhancement Project Co-
ordinator has been working closely with
Fawley Parish Council to deliver their vision
for the site. Once all the necessary consents
are in place, it is hoped that work will start
this summer.

We'll keep you updated with work as it
progresses.




Access Team Highlights

North East
By the Power of Path Wardens
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This month we'd like to extend a huge
thank you to our Path Warden volunteers,
who regularly give their time to inspect
routes, report issues and help maintain our
footpaths.

Their efforts ensure that problems such as
fallen trees, overgrown vegetation and
damaged signage are identified and
addressed quickly.

This work often goes unnoticed, but it
makes a real difference to those who use
these paths daily.

Over recent weeks, volunteers have been
busy helping to clear footpaths across the

area. Tasks have included:

Cutting back overgrowth to keep routes
accessible

Removing small obstructions and fallen
branches

Reporting larger issues for follow-up
work
Minor repairs to rights of way furniture
Checking waymarkers and signage

These practical actions help make sure
paths remain easy to follow and safe for all
users, including families, dog walkers and
those less confident navigating rural areas.
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North East Continued...

Relentless Ramblers
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&l BEFGR[" s ol = Our local Rights of Way network is'a vital
e 5 e i part of the community, offering access to
B S el the countryside for walking, wellbeing and
' ‘ | exploration.

Behind the scenes, dedicated groups such

as the Ramblers play a key role in keeping

these routes open, safe and enjoyable for
everyone. Their work also includes

installing and maintaining important pieces
of path furniture, helping the public
navigate the network with ease and

confidence.

This month, the Alton Ramblers Footpath
Maintenance Team have been particularly
busy doing just that, carrying out practical
work to improve accessibility and ensure
routes remain clear and welcoming for all.



Access Team Highlights

South East
Hambledon Footpath 36 Definitive Line Re-

established! r L

Last month, Access rangers, volunteers and
members of South East Hants Ramblers
came together to bring footpath 104/36

back to its definitive line.

For years, the western section (purple line
on the map) had been diverted away from
its route through Vinnell's Wood and
instead followed the field edge.

Thanks to the hard work of our Rights of
Way Officer, we were able to come in and
clear a path through the woodland. As if
this wasn’t enough, awesome volunteers
installed a kissing gate on the definitive line
where it was once blocked off by fencing,
and also replaced a stile with a kissing gate
at the eastern end of the route.

For the first time in years footpath 104/36 is
open from end to end - what a team effort!




South East Continued...

River Itchen Revetment & Bridge Repair
Team Day
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,* .j i ' ﬁ:%"ﬁ iy £ If you haven't enjoyed a walk along the
iy % :* ke AT ltchen river then why not start at footpath
: 127/18/1 in Itchen Stoke.
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This beautiful route has received a lot of
attention over the years, as previous CER
and current Countryside Access
Development Officer (CADO) Abby

organised for students from Sparsholt

College to help with revetment work. This

was in reaction to the path crumbling into

the river. As the Itchen is one of only
roughly 200 chalk streams in the world, it
has a lot of environmental and legal
protection to ensure no works damage the
sensitive ecology.

For years, students have worked with
natural materials such as chestnut, green
oak, chalk and hazel faggots to reinstate

the river bank.

Last month, the East Access team
organised a team day to focus on a
particular area of bank which was
becoming eroded due to constant “dog dip”
traffic, as well as replace multiple tread
boards on the bridge and install grip strips.

Despite the three seasons in a day (yes - it
hailed), we had a productive team day by
the river!




4 Other News Across the County

Beyond Boundaries - Disability Awareness,
Accessibility and Inclusion in the Outdoors

CER Kate was very lucky to have the opportunity to attend a course at the
Bendrigg Trust, a charity based in Cumbria on the edge of the Yorkshire Dales
National Park.

This fantastic place is built on the ethos of “Creating change, one adventure at a
time”. They make adventure accessible, and work to overcome barriers for people
of any age or ability.

The course was an introduction to disability awareness, accessibility and inclusion
in the outdoors. It was a fairly small group including staff from National Trust sites,
a volunteer co-ordinator, café team leader and rangers. A student from Germany
joined us for the day, as she was completing a research project at the Trust, and
there were some staff from a small local charity.
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Throughout the day we discussed what these barriers might be and gave examples
of how we had improved things where we worked, or noticed improvements at
other sites, or what we were hoping to do in the future.

The Bendrigg Trust look at what is possible instead of focussing on what isn't. Small
changes can make a huge difference to an individual or even a group. Everyone's
idea of an adventure is different, but enabling someone to have the confidence to

plan and partake in their adventure cannot be underestimated.
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The course was an introduction to disability awareness, accessibility and inclusion
in the outdoors. It was a fairly small group including staff from National Trust sites,
a volunteer co-ordinator, café team leader and rangers. A student from Germany
completing a research project at the Trust joined us for the day, and few staff from
a small local charity.

— Creating change, one adventure at a time TBEJ'LdF Lﬁg_————-—




We started off talking about our understanding of disability and played a game
that made us focus on barriers, stepping stones, emotions and achievements
when planning an “adventure”. As non-disabled individuals, we identified very few
barriers ourselves, some of which are not always visible.

Considering the many barriers others may face when trying to enjoy or
participate in an adventure is always useful and helps put things into perspective.

Barriers can start at the planning stage, often resulting in a trip/adventure being
abandoned in the first place before it even starts

We concluded that clear information is essential and can make a difference as to
whether someone even heads out or not:

. Is there public transport or a safe place to park?

. Are there benches along the way if | need a rest?

. What is the path surface like, steep, rugged, smooth, muddy?
. Are there toilets?

. Way marking?

. Is there a cost?

o Are there any gates, steps or stiles to negotiate?

Everyone has the right to enjoy the countryside, and being able to do so
independently is a big goal for many.
The access team will continue to make improvements to the Rights of Way
Network whenever they can, listen to feedback and advice, and endeavour to
future proof routes across Hampshire.

Over the coming months, the team will also begin work on delivering some of the
accessibility outcomes set out in the Countryside Access Plan, with the
involvement of the Hampshire Countryside Access Forum (HCAF).

HCAF is the statutory joint Local Access Forum that advises access authorities and
other organisations on the effective management of access to the countryside.
To find out more about the forum see here:
https://www.hants.gov.uk/landplanningandenvironment/countryside/hcaf
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https://www.hants.gov.uk/landplanningandenvironment/countryside/hcaf
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Your CER Team

Megan Cledwyn
Community Engagement
Ranger
South East Access Team
megan.cledwyn@hants.gov.uk

Kate Martin
Community Engagement
Ranger
South West Access Team
kate.martin@hants.gov.uk

Andy Dawson

Community Engagement Thank you for your
anger
continued support

North East Access Team
andrew.dawson@hants.gov.uk

Ali Hellyer
Community Engagement
Ranger
North West Access Team
alison.hellyer@hants.gov.uk
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