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St. Mary Bourne Parish Council 
www.stmarybourne-pc.gov.uk 

 

Lake Open Meeting Minutes – DRAFT 
held on 26th November 2024 at 7pm, in the Main Hall, Village Centre. 

 
Present: Cllr Bridget Culley (Chair) (BC), Cllr Jeanette Davies (JD), Charlotte Rimmer (CR), Alex 
Martin (AM), Cllr Dave Peart (DP). 
 

In attendance: Maxine Owen (Clerk) (MO)    Members of the Parish: 6 
 

Meeting start: 19:00 

1. Introduction led by the chair: General Welcome. 

2. No formal time allowance for Public Speaking at this meeting, as the Chair planned the meeting to 
be an update for the audience and then discussion on each topic will all interested parties, with a 
plan to open up once the updates had been done to anyone who wished to speak.  

 

3. Apologies for absence: None 

4. Declarations of interest: None 
 

 
5. Topic 1: Lake Users 

5.1 Fishing Syndicate Meeting 16th October 2025: 10 of the Fishing Syndicate(FS) attended.  Open 
forum to air issues and discuss. Suggestion from a small number of FS that the lake should be 
made more publicly open.  Most of those attended thought not.  Public Access would bring 
safety issues and insurance issues for the Parish Council.  It has amenity value from view 
around the lake outside the fence.  Good for wildlife and conservation.  A viewing platform into 
the lake was suggested.  Discussion on this for a future meeting. 

AM raised the issue of siltation.  All agreed that if this is a problem, then is likely to be hugely 
difficult to deal with.  Professional advice to be sought.  It was agreed the Canada Geese in 
their current numbers will be adding to the matter in the water.  A plan to manage the 
numbers during the next nesting season is in the Lake Management Plan and will be actioned in 
the Spring. 

A parasite called Argulus can be brought into the water on the feet of geese.  Not currently any 
evidence of this being a problem. 

FS members suggested the trees were causing a problem in certain areas with back casting, but 
all trees on the Lake are protected by the Conservation Area rules, and permission is unlikely to 
be granted to remove healthy trees, especially with other parts of the lake which are clear of 
trees available to fish.  The Landing of fish can also be problematic with the increase in waters-
edge vegetation.  Finding the balance between conservation and fishing should be the aim of 
this group. 

CR suggested barley straw could be introduced to the lake, this should help with the build-up of 
weed in the water.  Needs to be a managed process. 

A discussion about getting the water tested was had.  Clarity needed on what is being tested 
for and why, and what actions can be taken depending on the outcome. Costs to be 
investigated. 

 OUTCOME: In summary the main concerns were around access to the water and vegetation 
effecting casting.  Generally the meeting was positive. 

http://www.stmarybourne-pc.gov.uk/community/st-mary-bourne-parish-council-12760/full-council-meetings/
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5.2 Volunteer Days: Since the last meeting there have been a couple of successful days.  Another 
needs to be organised for Spring 2025.  CR advised that Sustainable Bourne Valley meet every 
3rd Saturday of the month to do tasks needed in their areas of responsibility.  The Lake Working 
Groups could work together with SBV?  For further discussion. 

ACTION:  Liaise with SBV on Volunteer Days – CR 
ACTION: Organise Spring 2025 Volunteer Day – Cllr Davies 

  

6. Topic 2: Lake Surround Management 
6.1 Lake Cut:  It was agreed that the lake cut regime worked better this season.  It was less 

vigorous than in the past.  Flexibility would be requested from Scofell to perhaps cut earlier 
next year and to continue to cut and take away the arisings. 

Flowering or specialist plants flagged to Scofell to avoid cutting was successful. 

A test area of nettles was sprayed.  Planting in these areas needed to prevent their return in 
the Spring.  Some areas of nettles are deliberately left as wildlife habitat. 

A review of the Ecology side of the Lake Management Plan required. 

The clerk advised that the area had been given SINC status.  Site of Importance to Nature 
Conservation.  CR advised that it now needed to be a priority to keep the status.  The Clerk will 
share details of the SINC Status to residents and on the Parish Council Website. 

ACTION: SINC Status Details to be shared - Clerk 

  
7 Topic 3: Hide Grant 

7.1 The Clerk advised that following discussions with the National Lottery (TNL) the Lake Working 
Group could put together a proposal to keep the £9440 initially obtained for the Lake Hide.  
Suggestions from people attending the meeting were requested.  A proposal to be put together 
early 2025. 

 ACTION: Proposal for TNL for keeping the Lake Hide Grant– All 

  

8 Topic 4: Watercress & Winterbournes 
8.1 Cllr Peart updated the group of a meeting with Watercress & Winterbournes’ (W&W) Maggie 

Shelton on 19.11.24.  The W&W project is ending in 2026 as the lottery funding is being 
stopped.  W&W are making plans to ensure that there is a legacy and are looking for support to 
ensure the hard work of the group does not go to waste.  Vole surveys will continue.  The  
Bourne Weed Management needs to continue. Wild Fish data needs to continue.  Many 
volunteers have already agreed to continue with their work, but W&W unsure yet of where the 
co-ordination of this type of activity comes from once W&W is gone.  Communication of where 
data can be viewed is needed. 

ACTION:  Keep in touch with W&W as things progress – Cllr Peart 

9 Topic 5: Trout 
9.1 An MOP raised a question as to why the Fishing Syndicate chose to stock the lake with Rainbow 

Trout rather than Brown Trout?  AM advised that all trout introduced in the lake are Triploid 
(cannot reproduce).  Rainbow trout are cheaper than Brown Trout.  The MOP expressed 
concerns that the Rainbow Trout can easily escape the lake, and although can not breed, they 
are dominant in the river so would potentially use up any food source of the wild brown trout, 
potentially impacting their numbers. The meeting was advised that Sparsholt College have a 
project running which is assessing the populations of fish in the Test and its tributaries.  It was 
agreed that the topic should be discussed further.  The MOP advised that he could provide 
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contact details of an expert and would share this with the Clerk. 

ACTION: Contact MOP to get details of expert - CLERK 

 

10 General Discussion (throughout the meeting) 
10.1 Throughout the meeting the lead of the Fishing Syndicate, Alex Martin, raised the issue of 

Southern Water, and the pollution of the Bourne Rivulet and River Test. 

It was agreed that the Lake Committee was not the forum for these discussions, and AM should 
formalise his complaints with Southern Water directly. 

  
 

 Date of next meeting:  TBA 

Meeting end: 20:45 
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